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All booking via

(https://www.webtickets.co.za/v2/event.aspx?
itemid=1571431586)

R85

R65
students, scholars, pensioners

R390
one off FULL festival pass: see everything!

ELIZABETH SNEDDON THEATRE
University of KwaZulu-Natal

Howard College Campus
031 260 2296

STABLE THEATRE
115 Johannes Nkosi (formerly Alice Street)

Durban

KZNSA GALLERY
166 Bulwer Road, Glenwood, Durban

031 277 1705

WORKSHOP VENUE
(unless otherwise stated)

UKZN - Howard College Campus
Drama and Performance Studies - Dance Studio

DIGITAL JOMBA!

(https://www.youtube.com/Jomba_Dance)
Jomba_Dance

Jomba_Dancejomba_danceJOMBA.DANCE
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OUR 27th JOMBA! FESTIVAL’S 2025 curatorial provocation
is “moving border/lands” and sets out to engage, through 13 days
of incredible dance encounters, artists and dance makers who
battle with, and navigate the current unfolding socio- and geo-
politics of border/lands.

F E S T I V A L

27thJOMBA!
W e l c o m e

and 13 days of incredible dance!

to our

“ m o v i n g  b o r d e r / l a n d s ”

BLACK Choreographed and Performed by Oulouy (Cadiz en Danza)

w e l c o m e
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This festival has invited artists and dance makers

who are exploring how an embodied performance

form like dance responds to, and revises ideas of

border/lands; real or imagined - manifest between

nation-states, between North and South, between

fluid ideas of genders, between performances of

tradition and modernity, between colonial and

the post-/ decolonial narratives, shifting binaries

between perceptions of ability and disability.

Set against a backdrop of both local and global

political renegotiations of what borders mean, set

against a war-torn Gaza, a ravaged Ukraine, anti-

foreigner right wing political movements in Europe

and America, and against Africa's own constant

negotiations of borders not created by Africans…

JOMBA! begins to ask what it means to ‘move

across and between borders’. We curatorially

engage ideas of ‘borders’ in two ways: first

(and more overtly) as a terrain that we stop at,

step over, and come up against. Secondly, we

engage borders as metaphors for how we imagine

and practice ideas of belonging. As a critical

dance festival, we have curated a series of artistic

encounters that we feel question ideas of border

crossings. We have invited dance works that ask

us to re-look at borders (real and imagined) as a

metaphoric and poetic space which we are either

seeking to cross, or to renegotiate. We honour dance

makers who bring beauty, humour, pathos, and

politics to our stages and hearts, to audiences who

come back again and again to support this work,

and to our partners and funders who consistently

‘show up’ for us and make it all possible.

Our 27th festival features dancers and dance

makers from all over South Africa, Spain, France,

Réunion, Uganda, Ivory Coast, Germany, and

Luxembourg as we offer dance fans a treat of 13

days of world-class contemporary dance that will

see both local and international dance makers

converging on Durban. This 27th edition offers a

powerhouse of performances, workshops, panel

discussions and digital screen dance.

L L I A N E  L O O T S

Curator: JOMBA! Contemporary Dance Experience

SOUL CITY -  KANYAR epilogue

w e l c o m e
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p r o g r a m m e
“ m o v i n g  b o r d e r / l a n d s ”

FLOOD - Dancer Lara Misó. Photo Pilar Estrada
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TUESDAY 26 AUGUST
S N E D D O N  T H E A T R E
19:00 WELCOME: Dr Ismail Mahomed (Director: Centre for Creative Arts)

OPENING ADDRESS: Dr Lliane Loots (Curator: JOMBA!)
JOMBA! LEGACY ARTIST: Sbonakaliso Ndaba with SboNdaba Dance
-  In search of our Humanity

D I G I T A L  J O M B A !
18:00

(https://www.youtube.com/Jomba_Dance)

JOMBA! DIGITAL OPEN HORIZONS
(See page 31 for the full programme)
JOMBA! DIGITAL OPEN HORIZONS: Jury awards

Jomba_Dance

S N E D D O N  T H E A T R E
19:00 JOMBA! LEGACY ARTIST: Sbonakaliso Ndaba with SboNdaba Dance

-  In search of our Humanity
JOMBA! TALKS DANCE with Sbo Ndaba hosted by Lliane Loots

In search of our Humanity - Vuyolwethu Mdluli & SboNdaba Dancers. Photo Marko de Beer

WEDNESDAY 27 AUGUST

THURSDAY 28 AUGUST
S N E D D O N  T H E A T R E
19:00 JOMBA! LIVE OPEN HORIZONS

(See page 32 for the full programme)

p r o g r a m m e



J O M B A !  C O N T E M P O R A R Y  D A N C E  E X P E R I E N C E   l   2 6  A U G U S T - 7  S E P T E M B E R  2 0 2 5   l   D U R B A N 7

S N E D D O N  T H E A T R E

18:00 JOMBA! SPANISH FOCUS
FLOOD (TAIAT DANSA)
Choreography by Meritxell Barberá and Inma García in

collaboration with the dancers Lara Misó (Spain) and Zinhle

Precious Nzama (South Africa)

i n t e r v a l

BLACK
Choreographed and performed by Oulouy (Spain/Ivory Coast)

FRIDAY 29 AUGUST
S T A B L E  T H E A T R E
10:00-14:30 FORGING FUTURES  / OPENING BORDERS DIALOGUES

(free event)
FOCUS: Rethinking to re-member festivaling: How far have
we come from Human Zoos? Perspectives from Southern Africa
Hosted by Thobile Maphanga

12:30 JOMBA! FEMALE FORWARD 2025 RESIDENCY 
PERFORMANCE OUTCOMES  
(free event)
Facilitated by Gaby Saranouffi

SATURDAY 30 AUGUST

S N E D D O N  T H E A T R E
19:00 JOMBA! SPANISH FOCUS

FLOOD (TAIAT DANSA)
Choreography by Meritxell Barberá and Inma García in
collaboration with the dancers Lara Misó (Spain) and Zinhle
Precious Nzama (South Africa)

i n t e r v a l

BLACK
Choreographed and performed by Oulouy (Spain/Ivory Coast)

JOMBA! TALKS DANCE with Oulouy and Bárbara Díaz
Ríos hosted by Lliane Loots

BLACK Choreographed and Performed by Oulouy (Cadiz en Danza)

p r o g r a m m e
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S T A B L E  T H E A T R E
14:00 JOMBA! YOUTH OPEN HORIZONS 

JOMBA! welcomes dancers from KwaMashu, 
Umlazi, Clermont, Pietermaritzburg, Quarry 
Heights, Inanda, Lindelani, and Pinetown
(free event)

18:00
(https://www.youtube.com/Jomba_Dance)

FEATURING DIGITAL ARTIST: Matthieu Nieto 
(France/Tanzania)
SCREEN DANCE FILM: WONDARLAND (2024)

SUNDAY 31 AUGUST
P L A Y H O U S E  S T U D I O  4 1 0
14:30 NEVERLAND by Matthieu Nieto (France/Tanzania)

Work in progress - studio viewing
(free event)

Jomba_Dance

MONDAY 1 SEPTEMBER

D I G I T A L  J O M B A !

K Z N S A  G A L L E R Y
18:00 QUI EST-CE? #1 Fragments

Choreographer/Dancer: Desiré Davids (France/South Africa)
Sound creation/music live: Benoit Bottex
Images: Pascale Béroujon

OF DANCES AND STRUGGLES
Company DANS6T (France)
Bouziane Bouteldja, Fakri Allaoui and special guest dancers 
from Durban's DANCE MOVEMENT (Wentworth)

S N E D D O N  T H E A T R E
19:00 FATHER & I

Direction: Greg Homann
            Choreographer: Sunnyboy Mandla Motau
            Market Theatre Foundation in partnership with Moving into

Dance (South Africa)

TUESDAY 2 SEPTEMBER

p r o g r a m m e

WONDARLAND: Director of Photography Kerage Kamuli. Performer - Tofa Jaxx. Photo Marko de Beer
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D I G I T A L  J O M B A !
18:00

(https://www.youtube.com/Jomba_Dance)

FEATURING DIGITAL ARTIST: Joseph Tebandeke (Uganda)
SCREEN DANCE WORLD PREMIER: Amazina Mbuyaga (2025)

WEDNESDAY 3 SEPTEMBER

S N E D D O N  T H E A T R E
19:00 FATHER & I

Direction: Greg Homann
            Choreographer: Sunnyboy Mandla Motau
            Market Theatre Foundation in partnership with Moving into 

Dance (South Africa)
JOMBA! TALKS DANCE with Greg Homann and Sunnyboy
Mandla Motau hosted by Lliane Loots

Jomba_Dance

S N E D D O N  T H E A T R E
19:00 AMA - Once I was, then I wasn't.

Concept and choreography by Hannah Ma (Rhineland-Palatinate,
Germany)
A new ensemble work for 6 dancers from FLATFOOT DANCE 
COMPANY (Durban)

i n t e r v a l

KANYAR epilogue
Choreographed and performed by Didier Boutiana (Réunion)

THURSDAY 4 SEPTEMBER

FRIDAY 5 SEPTEMBER
S N E D D O N  T H E A T R E
19:00 AMA - Once I was, then I wasn't.

Concept and choreography by Hannah Ma (Rhineland-Palatinate,
Germany)
A new ensemble work for 6 dancers from FLATFOOT DANCE 
COMPANY (Durban)

i n t e r v a l

19:00 KANYAR epilogue
Choreographed and performed by Didier Boutiana (Réunion)
JOMBA! TALKS DANCE with Hannah Ma and Didier Boutiana
hosted by Lliane Loots

FATHER & I. Photo Lauge Sorensen

p r o g r a m m e
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SATURDAY 6 SEPTEMBER
S N E D D O N  T H E A T R E
19:00 Presenting the 2025 JOMBA! Centre for Creative Arts and Market Theatre PHAKAMISA

DANCE COMMISSION, in partnership with the National Arts Festival, recipient Asanda Ruda

KEMET - Black Lands

i n t e r v a l

Alkamal Walkamal Almutlaq - Completeness and Absolute Wholeness
Choreography by Asanda Ruda

SUNDAY 7 SEPTEMBER
S N E D D O N  T H E A T R E

14:30 Presenting the 2025 JOMBA! Centre for Creative Arts and

Market Theatre PHAKAMISA DANCE COMMISSION, in partnership

with the National Arts Festival, recipient Asanda Ruda

KEMET - Black Lands

i n t e r v a l

Alkamal Walkamal Almutlaq - Completeness and Absolute Wholeness
Choreography by Asanda Ruda

JOMBA! TALKS DANCE with Asanda Ruda hosted by Lliane Loots please note

that this programme

is subject to change
Asanda Ruda

p r o g r a m m e
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JOMBA! is delighted to be honouring
South African dance maker and
teacher Sbonakaliso (or Sbo as she
likes to be called) Ndaba as the
2025 JOMBA! Legacy Artist. She is
being honoured for her innovative
choreographic work that spans over
three decades of dance making in
South Africa and internationally.
Also deeply s ignif icant to this
JOMBA! Legacy Award is Sbo's
lifelong commitment to initiating
many performance dance training
initiatives including Phenduka Dance
Theatre, Indoni Dance Arts Academy
and recently SboNdaba Dance, a
non-profit company dedicated to
strengthening the performing arts in
Cape Town. Her long-term impact on
training professional contemporary
dancers and the legacy of this is felt
throughout South Africa and JOMBA!
is deeply humbled that we can honour
her and her work in this way.

In search of our Humanity - SboNdaba Dancers. Photo Marko de Beer

2 0 2 5
JOMBA !

L e g a c y
A r t i s t

“You can never be fully human
unless you've discovered

the humanity in
other human beings”

- Beyers Naude

( C A P E  T O W N ,  S O U T H  A F R I C A )

SBONAKALISO
NDABA

l e g a c y  a r t i s t
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SboNdaba Dance - In Search of our Humanity
Choreography: Sbonakaliso Ndaba

Dancers: Litha Makanda, Lusindiso Dibela, Sinazo Mxeli, Sonwabile  Mhlonyane, Vuyolwethu Mdluli, Wanie

Johannes, Asemahle Dayimani, Akhona Mpoza, Clayton Jannike, Lathitha Nomgca, Sinalo Vakala (Kiidy), and

Xola Sanezo Tyuka

SboNdaba Dance - In Search of Our Humanity, takes the audience on an emotional journey through South Africa's
evolution. From the ancient, free-roaming Khoi and San ancestors, to the struggle for unity, it showcases the
nation's growth and defiance. The finale speaks through movement, gestures, and trust, revealing the challenges
of today's fragile unity. This work is a vibrant celebration of culture, resilience, and the shared humanity that
binds us all together.

BORN IN DURBAN, KwaZulu-Natal, Sbonakaliso Ndaba trained at Jazzart
Dance Theatre under Alfred Hinkel. Over her celebrated career, she has danced
and choreographed for leading South African companies, including Jazzart,
Vuyani Dance Theatre, Moving into Dance, Tshwane Dance Theatre, Indoni, and
SboNdaba Dance. Her international credits span Australia, Denmark, and Holland.
Ndaba has been instrumental in founding key training initiatives such as Phenduka,
Indoni, and SboNdaba Dance-a non-profit dedicated to empowering artists and
communities through performance. Her freelance work has included choreography
for Sarafina (film), Backstage (TV), and Cape Town Opera. Recognised as a leading
African Contemporary choreographer, she has received numerous awards including
Best Choreographer (Daimler Chrysler SA), Best FNB Dance Umbrella, and the
Western Cape Cultural Affairs Award (2016). Recent productions at Artscape
include Our Oceans, Our Future, Our Mother the Earth, and !ke e: /xarra
//ke-a moving tribute to 30 years of South African democracy.

A B O U T

This work is made possible with support from The Mzansi Golden Economy from the Department of Sport Arts and Culture (South Africa), Dance for All (Switzerland), The Dokoda Fine Bursary.

In search of our Humanity - SboNdaba Dancers. Photo Marko de Beer

l e g a c y  a r t i s t
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JOMBA! is delighted to be partnering with the
Embassy of Spain (South Africa) to showcase
two unique contemporary Spanish dance
offerings that celebrate a beautiful cultural
connection between Spain and (South) Africa.

FLOOD - Dancer Lara Misó. Photo Almudena Soullard

2 0 2 5
JOMBA !

S p a n i s h
F o c u s

s p a n i s h  f o c u s
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FLOOD
Choreography: Meritxell Barberá and Inma García in

collaboration with the dancers

Dancers/performers: Lara Misó (Spain) and Zinhle Nzama

(South Africa)

Text: Lucía Márquez

Voice over: Inma García and Lliane Loots

Costume/set design credits: Reflash (Felipe Reynoso and

Paula Sahuquillo)

Production assistance: Ana Cembrero

Graphic design: Pilar Estrada

South Africa video: Carol Albertyn-Christie

South African voice over recording: Jackie Cunniffe

Valencia video: Jano Sempere

Translation:  Salvador Rodríguez

Audiovisual production: Cinestorm

Photo: Almudena Soullard

A production from Festival 10 Sentidos in collaboration with

JOMBA! Contemporary Dance Experience and FLATFOOT

Dance Company.

Website: https://www.taiatdansa.com/en/obra/flood/

And so, suddenly, tragedy struck... On the 11th of
April 2022, an unprecedented storm hit South
Africa’s east coast of KwaZulu-Natal. In less than
24 hours, around 400 litres per square metre of
rain fell, a torrent unleashed by a subtropical cyclone
that emerged a short distance from the coast.
The city of Durban and its surroundings became
the epicenter of a catastrophe that left an indelible
mark: 448 lives lost, 43 people missing and some
40,000 people left homeless. This disaster
highlighted the vulnerability of urban environments
to global warming.

Tragic connections...
These floods, together with the DANA storm that
recently hit Valencia in Spain, have given impetus

to the choreographic project FLOOD. This dance
work, born of the coincidence of these tragedies,
adopts a poetic documentary style to explore the
experiences of two dancers who suffered these
catastrophes in their respective cities (Durban
and Valencia), playing with the limits of the physical
and the emotional. Through a voice-over, their
thoughts, fears, and memories intertwine as their
bodies move to release the fear and darkness left
by the floods.

FLOOD becomes a tribute to the victims, a cry
against bitterness and a wake-up call to the world.
A choreographic approach that seeks to raise
awareness of the urgency of acting on climate
change and its devastating consequences.

TAIAT DANSA, formed by choreographers Meritxell Barberá
and Inma García, is a company created in 2003 in Valencia,
Spain. The choreographic works echo cinematic practices and
often use video installations in the performances. While working
in both local and international theatre spaces, they have a deep
love of working in alternate performance spaces like museums.
Both creators approach dance from a constant alteration of
already known dance structures and techniques in search of
distortion and renewal, attentive to the most immediate present,
in continuous listening to the ideological, social, and cultural
contexts that in general shake art (and society).

A B O U T

( V a l e n c i a ,  S p a i n )

Taiat Dansa
COMPANY

s p a n i s h  f o c u s
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Black
Choreography and performance by Oulouy

Produced and distributed by Africa Moment

Black is a reflection on the violence and emancipation of Blackness in today's world, through a body that
challenges and disturbs, a body that is both wounded and celebrated. Using a set devoid of artifice and brimming
with symbolism, choreographer and performer Oulouy hints at recent history such as the #BlackLivesMatter
movement and the murder of George Floyd to rethink the Black African body in the Western world. Black is a
dance, a visual and musical chronicle, narrated through street dance styles of the African continent and its
diaspora in the USA, such as Coupé-Décalé, Ndomboló, Afrohouse and Krump.

BORN ON THE IVORY COAST and based in Spain, Oulouy combines his role as
choreographer, dancer, and artistic director with teaching masterclasses worldwide.
His first work Black (2020) is a reflection on violence and the emancipation of Black
bodies in contemporary societies. Accompanied on stage by his international crew
of Supa Rich Kids, Afrikan Party (2022) - a follow-up work - is a futuristic ode to
Africa. His most recent work is Kong (2024). His stage works have been presented
internationally in places such New York, Toronto, Germany, Oslo, among others.
Black was selected for the Danza a Escena 2024 catalogue to tour within Spain.
Afrikan Party received the Best Choreography award of the Catalan Performing
Arts Critics’ Awards (2023). This work has also been included in the choreographic
archive of the New York Public Library. Oulouy is also the founder and curator of
the festival Oyofe dedicated to street dances.

A B O U T

BLACK Choreographed and Performed by Oulouy (Cadiz en Danza)

( S p a i n / I v o r y  C o a s t )
Oulouy

s p a n i s h  f o c u s
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2024  launched an innovative joint annual dance commission by the
Centre for Creative Art's JOMBA! and the Market Theatre with the express
purpose of supporting and making space for innovative and provocative
South African dance makers. Titled the PHAKAMISA Dance Commission
- with reference to the isiZulu idea of lifting up and holding - this
commission is an ongoing commitment to the illustrious JOMBA! and
Market Theatre partnership (started in 2023) to grow and support South
African dance. We are delighted, for 2025, to also be partnering with the
National Arts Festival and the Standard Bank Young Artist programme,
to award this year's commission to Soweto-born Asanda Ruda.

Asanda Ruda

( S O W E T O ,  S O U T H  A F R I C A )

ASANDA RUDA

p h a k a m i s a  d a n c e  c o m m i s s i o n

C C A  J O M B A !  A N D  T H E  M A R K E T  T H E A T R E

2 0 2 5

P H A K A M I S A
D A N C E  C O M M I S S I O N

in partnership with the National Arts Festival
(with contributing funding from Standard Bank South Africa)
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KEMET - Black Lands
Choreographed and performed by Asanda Ruda

Lighting Design by David Hlatshwayo

KEMET - Black Lands is a solo dance work that traverses generational alienation, political defiance, and personal

emancipation. Rooted in Afro-contemporary expression, the piece navigates the intersections of space, politics,

and culture, transforming the body into a vessel of both ancestral memory and self-liberation. In this solo, Ruda

carves out an audacious, self-defined identity that is both homage to the past and a declaration of new possibilities.

Echoes of ancestral music reverberate through her movement, as she reclaims space and affirms presence in a

world that often marginalises difference.

ASANDA RUDA, the 2025 Standard Bank Young Artist Award winner
for Dance, is a performer whose work has captivated audiences in Italy,
Russia, and Greece. She trained at Moving Into Dance (MID) from 2011
to 2015 and later toured internationally with the MID company,
presenting her own works and those of celebrated choreographers. In
2020, she collaborated on The Rite of Spring with the Pina Bausch
Foundation, and in 2021 received the l'Acogny d'Argent Award at Burkina
Faso's Africa Simply the Best festival, which led to a residency at
HELLERAU in Germany. In 2024, Ruda joined the Itrotra Art X
Connection's Tokoloho Training Programme, advancing her exploration
of Afro-contemporary dance, generational otherness, and self-
emancipation. Her acclaimed solo KEMET - Black Lands, which earned
her a residency at Cité Internationale des Arts in Paris, embodies her
pursuit of individuality and spiritual healing through the transformative
power of dance.

A B O U T

Asanda Ruda's work is co-produced by The National Arts Festival, Market Theatre Foundation and JOMBA! Contemporary Dance Experience (Centre for Creative Arts), with contributing funding from Standard Bank South Africa.

p h a k a m i s a  d a n c e  c o m m i s s i o n

Alkamal Walkamal Almutlaq -
Completeness and Absolute Wholeness
Choreography by Asanda Ruda

Dancers: Asanda Ruda, Thandiwe Mqokeli and

Sinazo Bokolo

Director and Dramaturge: Moeketsi Koena

Music: Brian Ngobese

Costumes: Dimakatso

Lighting Design: David Hlatshwayo

Props: Moeketsi Koena and Mandla Hlatshwayo

Alkamal Walkamal Almutlaq translates as

‘Completeness and Absolute Wholeness’ from

ancient Arabic, and captures the eternal bond

between spirit and soul. Performed by three

dancers, this work delves into how these

elements interconnect to heal and revive the

body. Ethereal Afro-contemporary movement

and symbolic rituals invite audiences to

contemplate love, health, and balance. This poetic

performance suggests that love itself is both a

cause of sickness and a force of healing,

transforming the body into a temple of resilience

and renewal.
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FATHER & I. Photo Lauge Sorensen

f e a t u r e s . . .
2 0 2 5

JOMBA !
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FATHER & I
Market Theatre Foundation in partnership with Moving into
Dance (South Africa)

Direction: Greg Homann
Choreographer: Sunnyboy Mandla Motau
Dancers and Performers: Thabang Chauke, Lumka Dumezweni,
Xhamla Samsam, Wenziweyinkhosi Myeni, Lesego Dihemo,
Sbusiso Gumede, Wesley Hlongwane, Afikamabiyase Ziqubu,
Lucracia Magoro.
Musicians: Matthew Macfarlane, Bongile Lecoge - Zulu
Music credits: Bongile Lecoge - Zulu, in collaboration with
Matthew Macfarlane
Costume design: Nadia Kruger
Lighting Design: Nicholas Michaletos
AV Design: Xolelwa Nhlabatsi

Father & I offers a warm and nuanced portrayal of South African

fatherhood. This theatrical experience delves into the complexity,

beauty and imperfections of fatherly relationships. The production

balances honest narratives, acknowledging the wounds of

disappointment and abandonment. The work, through using

personal stories, dance, song, and music, creates an empathetic

space that encourages dialogue about healing the 'father wound',

reconciliating and inspiring a new generation of fathers to break

destructive cycles.  It was developed collaboratively by the

Windybrow Arts Centre's Kwasha! Theatre Company, the Market

Theatre, and Moving into Dance.

GREG HOMANN is an award-winning playwright,
director, dramaturg, and academic, currently serving as
the Artistic Director of The Market Theatre Foundation.
He holds an MA in Text and Performance Studies (King's
College London & RADA) and a BA (Hons) in Dramatic Art
(Wits). With over a decade of influence in South African
theatre, he has directed more than 25 professional
productions, including 12 world premieres-seven of them
new South African works. His bold interpretations of world
classics and new writing have featured at major venues
including The Market Theatre, The Fugard, Artscape, and
The South African State Theatre. His productions have
earned over forty award nominations and won twelve
Naledi Awards, including Best New South African Play.
Homann received the 2014 Standard Bank Young Artist
Award for Theatre.

A B O U T

FATHER & I acknowledges support from the Department of Sports, Arts and Culture (South Africa) and the Oppenheimer Memorial Trust

f e a t u r i n g

SUNNYBOY MANDLA MOTAU hails from Alexandra and
remains invested in developing his home township through
dance and believing that dance truly brings hope - as he
is proof of it.  As a highly commissioned choreographer for
national and international dance works, his most moving
work is undoubtedly We are Still Marching commissioned
by the Durban Playhouse Company in 2015.  Sunnyboy
won the Impact Award for Choreography in 2016 and was
also named among the Mail and Guardian's top 100 young
people to watch.  In 2023, his triple bill production won
two Naledi Awards.  He currently serves as the Artistic
Director at Moving Into Dance.

FATHER & I. Photo Lauge Sorensen
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KANYAR epilogue
COMPANY SOUL CITY (Réunion)

Choreographed and performed by Didier Boutiana

For his first solo work, KANYAR, Didier Boutiana developed

a dramaturgy based on the social dimension of our

psychological conditioning and the mechanisms and lived

reality of exclusion. The solo work, which travelled all

over the world, was hailed as a sensitive and emotional

journey of a soul in the quest of his own path. In this

follow-on solo, KANYAR epilogue - as a post-version of

KANYAR - the audience is offered a silent existential

shout within the night, where this fonnkèr (traditional

poetry of Réunion) is a reminiscence of a world of

fanaticism and self-glorification. Didier Boutiana, whose

roots are in hip-hop, is an expressive and transcendent

dancer from Réunion Island, and could also be called a

fonkézèr (poet) in his movements.

SOUL CITY has been constantly evolving since its
inception in 2008. Led by choreographer Didier Boutiana,
Soul City is a hip-hop dance crew that has become a dance
company. From Le Port, the company has conquered
Réunion, the mainland, and the world. Soul City weaves
a mixed choreography, imbued with spirituality and
humility and has toured all over the world.

A B O U T

f e a t u r i n g

SOUL CITY -  Didier Boutiana in KANYAR epilogue



AMA - Once I was, then I wasn't.
Concept/Choreography: Hannah Ma (Rhineland-Palatinate, Germany)

Co-Choreography: FLATFOOT DANCE COMPANY

Dancers: Sifiso Khumalo, Jabu Siphika, Zinhle Nzama, Ndumiso Dube,

Siseko Duba and Sbonga Ndlovu

Costumes: Ele Bleffert (Straw Elements), Hannah Ma

Lighting Design: Wesley Maherry

Music: Nu Parks, Talking Rocks, Damla Temel

Soundscape: Hannah Ma
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AMA is a powerful new ensemble creation that reimagines Hannah Ma's solo DIEU /
MONSTRE through the collective, embodied presence of six dancers from Durban's
FLATFOOT DANCE COMPANY. In this new iteration the FLATFOOT dancers are placed
at the centre of the narrative-physically, politically, and spiritually-deepening the work's
exploration of origin, identity, and the sacred. Rooted in ritual and myth, AMA interrogates
the archetype of the Mother: as life-giver, as protector, as boundary, and as the unknowable
Other. Through cycles of nurturing, resistance, grief, and rebirth, the work examines how
maternal archetypes are inscribed on bodies and histories, particularly in African and
diasporic contexts where motherhood is both personal and collective, both power and
burden. The choreography draws on traditional Chinese and Alpine folk dances-reflecting
Hannah Ma's own cultural lineage, and merges with the embodied vocabularies of the
FLATFOOT dancers, whose lived experiences as Black South African artists ground and
expand the work's emotional and cultural resonance. AMA becomes a shared ritual-raw,
mythic, and sensual-where ancestral memory meets contemporary movement.
Through this collaboration, a new choreographic language emerges, one that challenges
binaries, honours multiplicity, and centres African identities as carriers of wisdom,
resistance, and transformation.

f e a t u r i n g

AMA by Hannah Ma with FLATFOOT DANCE COMPANY. Photo Val Adamson (2025)
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f e a t u r i n g

AMA by Hannah Ma with FLATFOOT DANCE COMPANY. Photo Val Adamson (2025)

Chasing dreams, we spun in circles

Humanity was trapped inside a sphere of fire

We passed through the mirrors

At times we're outside of time

The world was empty - not a sound, not a breath

HANNAH MA is a bold feminist
choreographer and founder of
hannahmadance, an interdisciplinary
company launched in 2015. Working
across Germany, Luxembourg, and
South Africa, her art tackles gender,
race, colonialism, and identity through
dance, installation, spoken word, and
visual art. Rooted in feminist, anti-
racist, and decolonial thought, Ma's
performances challenge power
structures and center marginalised
voices. Ma is also a founding member
of United Networks, a nonprofit uniting
racialised and marginalised artists and
activists in Germany, and serves as
director of The People United in
Luxembourg.

A B O U T

FLATFOOT DANCE COMPANY
https://flatfootdanceco.co.za/

The work is realised with the support of the Ministry for
Family, Women, Culture and Integration Rhineland-
Palatinate.
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NEVERLAND by Matthieu Nieto

a r t i s t  i n  r e s i d e n c e

I N  R E S I D E N C E

This residency is made possible with the support of IFAS - Institut Français in South Africa.

( F R A N C E )

MATTHIEU NIETO

2 0 2 5
JOMBA !
A r t i s t

AS A JOMBA! ARTIST IN RESIDENCE FOR 2025, Matthieu Nieto will
be working on his upcoming solo NEVERLAND, a choreographic album
blending dance with original songs in a fluid form inspired by cabaret.

At its core, NEVERLAND explores self-love as a utopian land - a fragile yet essential space of fiction

to resist norms and reclaim personal voice. Since childhood, Matthieu has turned to performance and

imagination as a form of escape - a way to sublimate internalised homophobia and dream of other

ways of being. In NEVERLAND, he returns to this impulse with care and complexity, crafting a solo that

embraces multiplicity. The idea for this solo is to choreograph a series of songs, each acting as a visual

and sonic image of an album - evoking a memory, a fantasy, or a yearning to love. Drawing from the

subversive and hybrid spirit of queer cabaret and ballroom culture, the piece becomes a playground

blending performance modes from pop concert to music video to experimental dance, embracing

diverse transcultural references.
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NEVERLAND
Concept, choreography and performance:  Matthieu Nieto

Music: Alvin 'Alkeys' Emil and Matthieu Nieto

Vocal Direction: Simphiwe Sanele Skhakhane

Dramaturgy - Outside eye: Sherwood Chen

Scenography: Bia Kaysel

Lighting Design: Ariane Zaytzeff - Alexandra Vinson

Costume Design: Lucie Melain

Production:  Mouvements Migrateurs

With the support of: Région Occitanie; Espace Roguet -Département de la Haute
Garonne; Festival Jerk Off; Angonia - Ville de Martres Tolosane; Pays Sud Toulousain;
IFAS - Institut Français Afrique du Sud, Alliance Française of Dar es Salaam.

a r t i s t  i n  r e s i d e n c e

NEVERLAND by Matthieu Nieto. Photo Sherwood Chen

MATTHIEU NIETO (aka Sunbow) is a

multidisciplinary artist using the

performing arts to challenge cultural

narratives and inspire individual and

collective transformation. He holds a

Master's degree in Performing Arts

(2017) and a Bachelor's in Dance (2015)

from Paris 8 University. He is the

artistic director of Mouvements

Migrateurs based in Toulouse and of

the WONDARLAND project in Dar es

Salaam. With more than 15 years of

experience working between Europe

and Africa, he has developed a

transcultural perspective on art-

making. Matthieu likes to think of the

body as a site of endless possibilities

to deconstruct and reimagine identity.

This philosophy is reflected in the

many dance styles and artistic

practices he has studied, including

contemporary dance, Vogue, Krump,

Butoh, West African Dance, Theatre,

R&B, and Pop music.

A B O U T
During the residency in Durban, Nieto collaborates with

South African musical director and vocal coach Simphiwe

Sanele Skhakhane to deepen the live vocal dimension -

shaping the dramaturgy through songs and lyrics, while

exploring voice as choreographic material through texture,

layered arrangements, and physical embodiment.

NEVERLAND is the second chapter of a research cycle on

fictions and utopian spaces - alongside WONDARLAND

(2024) and PEPONI (2026/2027).
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OF DANCES AND STRUGGLES. Photo Pamela Pershke

JOMBA! continues its long-standing partnership
with Durban's iconic KZNSA Gallery in a specially
curated event that sees incredible dance works
move outside of traditional theatre spaces.

2 0 2 5

KZNSA@the

G A L L E R Y
MON 1 SEPT @ 18:00

JOMBA !

J O M B A !  @  t h e  K Z N S A
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QUI EST-CE? #1 Fragments
Choreographer/Dancer: Desiré Davids (France/South Africa)

Sound creation/music live: Benoit Bottex

Production: KOKERBOOM / Cie Desiré Davids
Co-production: Théâtre Châteauvallon-Liberté
Images: Pascale Béroujon
Residences: METAXU artist space - Toulon, LE VOLATIL Artistic Manufacture - Toulon, LE PORT DES CRÉATEURS - Toulon, ESPACE
CHAPITEAUX DE LA MER - La Seyne sur Mer, THÉÂTRE LIBERTÉ - Toulon
KOKERBOOM is funded by the city of TOULON, VAR Department and the Toulon Province Méditerranée Metropolis (TPM)

Participation at JOMBA! 2025 is made possible through the support by the French Institute Paris (IF EXPORT)

J O M B A !  @  t h e  K Z N S A

FRAGMENTS - Choreographed and Performed by Desiré Davids. Sound creation/music live Benoit Bottex. Photo Pascale Béroujon

WITH #1 Fragments (Part 1 of the trilogy under the
general theme QUI EST-CE? / WHO IS THIS?), Desiré
Davids accompanied live by Benoit Bottex (sound
creation), shares with the audience fragments of her life
and her experiences. She reflects on who she is today,
fifteen years after her first questions and confrontations
as a South African mixed-race woman now living in
France - facing herself, others, and her environment.
Based on her earlier work Who is this beneath my skin?,
commissioned by the JOMBA! Festival in 2010, this
new piece continues her exploration of identity,
intersectionality, liminality, and the spaces in between
- probing brown lives in the troubled contexts of South
Africa and the wider world.

A B O U T
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OF DANCES AND STRUGGLES
Company DANS6T (France)

Dancers/performer: Bouziane Bouteldja, Fakri Allaoui, and guest dancers from DANCE MOVEMENT (Wentworth, South Africa)

Production: Cie Dans6t
Co-productions: South Pole CDCN - Strasbourg, l'Estive National Theatre of Foix and Ariège
With the support of: Ministry of Culture/ DRAC Occitanie, Occitanie Region, Department of Hautes-Pyrénées, City of Tarbes
Residencies: Hivernales CDCN - Avignon, South Pole CDCN - Strasbourg, KLAP - Home for dance (Marseille), City of Lourdes,
High School of Arrouza (Lourdes)
Research residency: Villa Albertine - Miami (USA)
Administration, production, distribution: Aurélie Blain
Administrative assistant: Malaurie Meneses

J O M B A ! @  t h e  K Z N S A

OF DANCES AND STRUGGLES. Photo Pamela Pershke

FOLLOWING ON from his research into the links between dance and social issues, Bouziane Bouteldja has
created a choreographic project exploring the history of dances used in social and political struggles around
the world and those born of encounters between peoples. Starting with flamenco - whose roots go back Indian
and Arab-Berber dances before blending with Andalusian influences - and moving through South African
pantsula, hip-hop, Celtic dance, voguing and krump, Bouziane and his dancers bring these histories to life in
a vivid, embodied way. Each movement carries a collective memory, and by sharing these stories and gestures,
the choreographer offers keys to understanding and standing together in the fight against discrimination.

Bouziane Bouteldja was born in Tarbes (France). He is the youngest of a family of nine children. He discovered
hip-hop dance in 1998 with Tayeb Benamara and trained under the tutelage of choreographers Kader Attou,
Karim Amghar and Olé Khamchanla. In 2001, he founded DANS6T, a non-profit dance organisation, dedicated
to teaching hip hop dance in deprived neighbourhoods. Under Bouziane's management, in 2007, DANS6T
formed its own dance company.

A B O U T

The Southern Africa tour is supported by the French Embassy in South Africa, Lesotho and Malawi, the French Institute, the French Institute of South Africa (IFAS)
and Air France.
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TIME MACHINE - Choreographed and Performed by Joseph Tebandeke (JOMBA! 2023). Photo Val Adamson

OVER the past five years, there has been
a blossoming of digital dance making
(sometimes referred to as ‘screen dance’).
As we step into 2025, JOMBA! continues
to support this form-especially in the global
South-and proudly offers a small DIGITAL
JOMBA! 2025 programme.

2 0 2 5

Digital
JOMBA !

DIGITAL JOMBA! 2025
programmes are FREE to view at:

(https://www.youtube.com/Jomba_Dance)

Jomba_Dance

d i g i t a l  J O M B A !
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WONDARLAND
by Matthieu Nieto
(France)

SUN 31 AUG @ 18:00
Director and Choreographer: Matthieu Nieto
In collaboration with: Fredrick Sanga, Tidah Antony,
Regina Kihwele, Christina Erick Malya, Salim Ally Salim and
Tofa Jaxx
Director of Photography: Kerage Kamuli
Editor: Jordye Onesmo
Music Composer: Alkeys
Production Manager: Everbright Everready
Assistant Producer: Louise Mutabazi
Production Company: Mouvements Migrateurs
Associate Producer: Alliance Française of Dar es Salaam
Supported by: Ministère de la Culture / Direction Générale
de la Création Artistique and Ambassade de France en
Tanzanie

d i g i t a l  J O M B A !

WONDARLAND Director of Photography Kerage Kamuli. Performers (L-R) Fredrick Sanga,  Christina Malya, Regina Kihwele,
Tidah Antony and Salim Ally Salim (Screenshot)

WONDARLAND is a choreographic short film inviting the viewer to a dreamlike and poetic
journey following a young man wandering through the city of Dar es Salaam. In this coming-
of-age story which blurs the lines between reality and fiction, various characters appear to
guide him in a heroic quest toward self-discovery and acceptance. Created in collaboration
with Tanzanian performers and filmmakers as part of the Wondarland Project, the film began
with a simple idea: to create new representations and question the performers’ own fictions.
The team then crafted a script collectively through the creative process, blending songs and
poetry within site-specific performances that brought together professional and amateur
dancers. WONDARLAND premiered in March 2024 at the Alliance Française of Dar es Salaam
and was later presented at the Zanzibar International Film Festival, Festival Chéries-Chéris
in Paris, Humboldt Forum in Berlin, Out Film Festival in Nairobi, and Ulayo Festival in Maputo.
It also serves as a support for mediation workshops on self-acceptance held with young
audiences in Tanzania and France.

https://www.wondarland-project.com

A B O U T

J O M B A !  2 0 2 5  D I G I T A L  A R T I S T S
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Amazina Mbuyaga
by Joseph Tebandeke
(Uganda)

WED 3 SEPT @ 18:00
Director: Kizza Teflon Moses
Choreography: Tebandeke Joseph
Director of Photography: Mathias Bukenya /
Kizza Teflon Moses
Curated by: Michal Bieniek / Malgorzata
Misniakiewics
Costume: Katende Godfrey / Igc fashion
Gaffer: Suuna George
Colorist : JP Mboira
Editor: Kizza Teflon Moses
Location Scout: Bwanika Baale Felix
Drone Pilot: Asaph Kasujja
Sound Design: Josh Magwa
Music: Larimar Sound Alchemy
Produced by: Art Transparent Foundation / Aliyahmilly Productions
Supported by: Nafasi Art Space / Ministry of Culture and National
Heritage Republic of Poland / European Union (EU) / European Education
and Culture Executive Agency (EACEA)

d i g i t a l  J O M B A !

AMAZINA MBUYAGA is a
poignant dance film that
explores the transformative
power of dance in Ugandan
contemporary dancer Joseph
Tebandeke's life. Juxtaposing
his artistry with the challenges
of living with a disability, the
film redefines the boundaries
of dance, revealing its profound
potential as a tool for self-
expression, resilience, and
reimagining what the dancing
body can be.

A B O U T

W O R L D  P R E M I E R E

TIME MACHINE - Choreographed and Performed by Joseph Tebandeke (JOMBA! 2023). Photo Val Adamson

This film was made possible with support funding from Aliyahmilly Productions and Art Transparent Foundation (EU)
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PAK NDJAMENA is a multifaceted artist based
in Maputo, Mozambique, who encompasses
various crafts including dancer, choreographer,
cultural promoter, musician and actor.
IVAN BARROS is an award-winning Mozambican
photographer and video-maker. Enthusiastic
and passionate about audio-visual, he is constantly
working with Mozambican contemporary dancers
to promote the country's artistic scene and to
challenge himself out of his comfort zone.
CLARE CRAIGHEAD is a Drama and Production
Studies lecturer at DUT, a dance writer and
academic with a keen interest in arts on a digital
platform. She is based in Durban.
THOBILE MAPHANGA is a Durban-based
dancer, dance writer and researcher interested
in the histories and narratives of black women
creatives. She is also the JOMBA! Assistant
Curator and Project manager.

J U R Y  M E M B E R S

d i g i t a l  o p e n  h o r i z o n s

The eight shortlisted works are:

1 The Space between Us by Maulid Owino (Kenya)

2 Know Body by Alan Parker (South Africa)

3 Brief Visits to Shadows by Sasha Fourie (South Africa)

4 Radix by Mario Gaglione (Italy/South Africa)

5 Womb Soil by Teresa Phuti Mojela (South Africa)

6 Simunye by Brenda Cele (South Africa)

7 Of Impermanent Thin by Jacques Batista and Werner 

Marx (South Africa)

8 Embodied Memories by Anamah Jean Renat (Mauritius)

(https://www.youtube.com/Jomba_Dance)

Jomba_Dance

IN EARLY 2025 we opened submissions
for screen dance films. Our independent
JOMBA! jury has shortlisted eight works,
from which the final selection for screening
will be made once voting concludes at the
end of July. The winner of the ‘PICK OF
THE JOMBA! DIGITAL OPEN HORIZONS
2025’ will be announced on Wednesday
27 August, following the screening.
The selected film will receive a cash
prize of R3 000,00 in recognition of its
contribution to digital dance.

Digital2 0 2 5
JOMBA !

O P E N  H O R I Z O N S

WED 27 AUG @ 18:00

Brief Vists to Shadows - Choreographed and Performed by Sasha Fourie (Screenshot)
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CLARE CRAIGHEAD (non-voting Chair) is a Drama and Production Studies
lecturer at DUT, a dance writer and academic with a keen interest in arts on
a digital platform. She is based in Durban.
JABU SIPHIKA is a veteran Durban-based dancer and choreographer and is a
senior company member of FLATFOOT DANCE COMPANY. She was born and
bred in KwaMashu.
TAMMY BALLANTYNE is a Johannesburg-based dance writer and journalist
whose national advocacy work in dance is well-respected.
HANNAH MA is a German-Chinese choreographer that lives between Germany,
Luxembourg and South Africa. She is the founder of hannahmadance and is
currently working with FLATFOOT DANCE COMPANY for JOMBA! 2025.

J U R Y  M E M B E R S

l i v e  o p e n  h o r i z o n s

For 2025 we are delighted to be offering a rich and varied programme featuring
the following six choreographers:

1 Sabelo Cele
2 Mthetheleli Dlakavu
3 Thandeka Maqebula
4 Mfundiseni Ndwalane
5 Tegan Peacock
6 Gabriel Youngstar

Live2 0 2 5
JOMBA !

O P E N  H O R I Z O N S

THURS 28 AUG @ 19:00  l  SNEDDON THEATRE

JOMBA! is once again proud to present its ‘by application’ platform:
JOMBA! LIVE OPEN HORIZONS. This initiative offers both emerging
and established choreographers the opportunity to showcase their
work in a professional setting, supported by a full technical team. It
is one of the festival's key strategies for nurturing choreographic talent
by providing access to high-quality performance spaces. Participants
are selected through a rigorous application process, reviewed by a
panel of expert adjudicators.

Uxinzelelo - Choreographed and Performed by by BreeH Cele (2024)
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y o u t h  o p e n  h o r i z o n s

The following youth dance groups will present work:

1 Sfiso 'Magesh' Ngcobo: St Nicholas Dance Company (Pietermaritzburg)

2 Zamabhele Khuboni and Ntando Mdletshe: AFRICUE DANCERS (Durban)

3 Sifiso Khumalo: FLATFOOT’s THE YOUNG ONES (Clermont)

4 Zinhle Nzama and Siseko Duba: FLATFOOT’s Project Dudlu Ntombi and 

Project Hheshe Nziswa (Umlazi)

5 Sifiso Khumalo and Sbonga Ndlovu: FLATFOOT’s SIYAKHULA Dance 

Programme (KwaMashu)

6 Philie Njikija and Melissa Mpanza: KwaMashu School of Dance Theatre 

(Quarry Heights Primary School)

7 Thandeka Maqebula:  KwaMashu School of Dance Theatre (Inanda Seminary

Girls school, Inanda)

8 Anele Makanya: KwaMashu School of Dance Theatre (Mandlakazulu 

PrimarySchool, Lindelani)

9 Letiwe Nzama: Pinetown Girls’ High Dance Group (Pinetown)

Youth2 0 2 5
JOMBA !

O P E N  H O R I Z O N S

SUN 31 AUG @ 14:00  l  STABLE THEATRE

ONE OF THE HIGHLIGHTS of the festival is JOMBA!'s ongoing
partnership with Stable Theatre to host JOMBA! YOUTH OPEN
HORIZONS. An open call for dancers under the age of 16 was issued
earlier in 2025, and we are thrilled to welcome and support these young
performers on the JOMBA! stage. This free event is a joyful celebration
of youth dance programmes thriving in and around our city.

FLATFOOT DANCE COMPANY’s Project Dudlu Ntombi (Umlazi) (JOMBA! 2024) Photo Val Adamson

( F R E E  E V E N T )
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f e m a l e  f o r w a r d  r e s i d e n c y

JOMBA! 2025 is proud to launch its inaugural JOMBA! FEMALE
FORWARD RESIDENCY, dedicated to supporting the development of young
women in dance in KwaZulu-Natal. In response to the noticeable decline in
the number of professional female dancers-particularly in Durban-this
residency aims to address the need for more focused support and training.

2 0 2 5
JOMBA !

R E S I D E N C Y

Female
Forward

The programme offers five places to female-identifying dancers aged 18 to 30 who have
some prior dance training and are ready to advance their skills and pursue professional
careers. Led by Thobile Maphanga (administration and programming) and Gaby Saranouffi
(dance skills development), the residency focuses on technical training, professional
development, and building a strong work ethic. Participants will also have full access to
the festival programme and opportunities to engage with visiting companies and
choreographers. Selection was based on a competitive application and audition process.

This JOMBA! programme has been made possible
by the support of Laurium Capital.

JOMBA! is delighted
to announce the five

2025 JOMBA!
FEMALE FORWARD

dancers:
(below from left to right)

LUHLE NGOBESE
NOXOLO MBOTHO

LEE KUNENE
ZAMA KHUBONI

ALWANDE KHUZWAYO

Gaby Saranouffi. Photo Val Adamson
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BLACK Choreographed and Performed by Oulouy (Cadiz en Danza)

JOMBA! 2025 offers many spaces to hear the
invited dancers and choreographers speak about
their work and for you to engage them. So look
out for the JOMBA! TALKS DANCE spaces
hosted after some of the live performances at
the Sneddon Theatre. These are all free!

2 0 2 5
TALKS  DANCE

JOMBA !

J O M B A !  t a l k s  d a n c e
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J O M B A !  t a l k s  d a n c e

SAT 30 AUG 10:00-14:30 l  STABLE THEATRE
FuturesF O R G I N G D I A L O G U E
J O M B A !

(This is a free event but please RSVP attendance to 2024jomba@gmail.com)

JOMBA! FORGING FUTURES DIALOGUE this year opens a space for
discussion into rethinking, reimagining and re-membering how festivals are framed
in the global South in light of decolonial conversations. Engaging cultural
practitioners from varying spheres who have insights to both the institutionalised
and cultural ways of engaging in rituals of celebration and festival we invite you
to a half day of sharing food, knowledge, storytelling, and ways of being.

Rethinking to re-member festivaling: How far have we
come from Human Zoos? Perspectives from Southern Africa

T O P I C

JOMBA!'s Thobile Maphanga will host a day of discussions with artists, scholars, and cultural
workers including:

Hannah Ma - Choreographer, Performer, Writer
Niren Tolsi - Writer, Journalist and Arts Practitioner
Ongezwa Mbele - Lecturer (UKZN) and PhD Candidate
Refiloe Olifant - Principal Violinist (KZN Philharmonic Orchestra)
Russel Hlongwane - Cultural Producer
Siphephelo Mbhele - Founder Music Imbizo
Thobekile Mbanda - Afro-Musicologist, Author, Educator and Musician
Zawadi Yamungu - Musician and Music Educator at KCAP

Attendance at this event will give you access to the JOMBA! FEMALE
FORWARD matinee performance at the Stable Theatre and a free ticket
to the JOMBA! Spanish focused evening programme (30 August @ 19:00)
at the Sneddon Theatre.

ARRIVAL: Tea, coffee, scones, porridge

OPENING AND WELCOME: Ismail Mohamed

OPENING PROVOCATION: Niren Tolsi

DISCUSSION 1: Contributions of sharing: The Question of Talent
We ask artists in conversation to share their experiences of discovering
and developing their talent and how this has translated in their ability
to offer their gifts in a potentially commercialised setting of festivals.
Zawadi Yamungwa, Russel Hlongwane, Refiloe Olifant, and Hannah Ma
in conversation with Thobile Maphanga

LUNCH AND JOMBA! FEMALE FORWARD PERFORMANCE

DISCUSSION 2: Introducing Formality: Human Zoo to Sanitised
Spectacle
What has changed in the landscape of festivals? What can we learn from
the practices of old and what can modern festivals offer us?
Thobekile Mbanda, Siphephelo Mbhele, Ongezwa Mbele in conversation
with Thobile Maphanga

CLOSING

P R O G R A M M E
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JOMBA! Workshops (2024). Photo Val Adamson

PLEASE NOTE:  These workshops are free of charge and open
to dancers over the age of 16. As places are limited booking is
essential at least 2 days in advance of the workshop.
NO BOOKING, NO PARTICIPATION!

w o r k s h o p s  s c h e d u l e

Workshops
JOMBA !

S C H E D U L E

2 0 2 5

UKZN Howard College Campus
Drama and Performance Studies - Dance Studio

V E N U E

B O O K I N G S

Thobile Maphanga
2024jomba@gmail.com

C O N T A C T
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SBONAKALISO NDABA  (Cape Town, South Africa)
This workshop offers participants a full body class experience in the
technical dance training methods of Sbo Ndaba. It is a high impact class

that pushes dancers to think with their bodies!

WEDNESDAY 27 AUGUST - 16:00-17:30

w o r k s h o p s  s c h e d u l e

BARBARA DIAZ RIOS (Valencia, Spain)
Dance teacher and choreographic assistant for Taiat Dansa, Barabara
will offer a glorious and fluid technique class and share some of the

repertoire of FLOOD.

THURSDAY 28 AUGUST - 16:00-17:30

OULOUY (Ivory Coast/Spain)
Step into a high-energy journey across some of the most vibrant street
dance styles from the African continent and its diaspora. This workshop
is a deep dive into the expressive power of movement as language, identity,
and connection.

SATURDAY 30 AUGUST - 10:00-11:30

SUNNYBOY MOTAU (Johannesburg, South Africa)
Experience the dynamic energy of Afrofusion with Sunnyboy Motau,
Artistic Director of the internationally renowned South African dance
company, Moving into Dance. A multi-award-winning choreographer and
sought-after facilitator, Motau will lead a workshop in MID's signature
dance genre: Afrofusion.

WEDNESDAY 3 SEPTEMBER - 16:00-17:30

DIDIER BOUTIANA (Réunion)
Enjoy a workshop that draws on such disparate influences as hip-hop,
yoga and contemporary dance as you find your own groove and self-
expression in this workshop.

SATURDAY 6 SEPTEMBER - 10:00-11:30

Oulouy (2025) - Photo by Dajana-Lothert
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w o r k s h o p s  s c h e d u l e

UKZN MUSIC DEPARTMENT
A very special digital music workshop
WITH BENOIT BOTTEX (AND DESIRÉ DAVIDS)
The workshop will provide an understanding of how sound synthesis works
and will explore the benefits of modular synthesizers in live performance.
Several instruments will be presented, and a demo will be performed
collectively. Practicing these instruments allows attention to be drawn to
the collaboration with performers on stage and a flexible approach to
composition.

TUESDAY 2 SEPTEMBER - 11:00-12:30

JOMBA! will also be offering the
following bespoke workshops:

UKZN DRAMA PRAC ROOM (Drama Programme - HCC)
Theme and Storytelling
LED BY GREG HOMANN
Join the Artistic Director of The Market Theatre Foundation, Greg Homann,
for a workshop on theme, structure, and storytelling. This session invites
participants to engage with dramaturgical tools and strategies that unlock
meaning, sharpen intention, and strengthen the emotional and thematic
clarity of their work. Ideal for performers, directors, and choreographers
alike, the workshop offers practical insights into shaping compelling
thematic and narrative experiences for an audience.

WEDNESDAY 3 SEPTEMBER - 14:00-16:00

UKZN DANCE STUDIO
DIDIER BOUTIANA  (Réunion)
Didier offers a special closed workshop for the senior dance
students of UKZN's Performance Studies Programme (HCC).

FRIDAY 5 SEPTEMBER - 11:30-13:00

CENTRE FOR CREATIVE ARTS BOARDROOM
Getting the most from your Festival Appearance:
Optimizing your own publicity at a dance festival
LED BY SHARLENE VERSFELD  (Durban, South Africa)
A veteran publicist across numerous genres and multiple festivals, Sharlene
offers dance-makers an opportunity to understand why they need to pay
heed to developing their own publicity materials, how they can maximize
their exposure, and work with festivals to help grow their own audiences.
An interactive and career changing workshop!

FRIDAY 5 SEPTEMBER - 14:00-16:00

SOUL CITY  Didier Boutiana in KANYAR epilogue
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THE JOMBA! KHULUMA WRITING RESIDENCY was launched
in 2010 under the mentorship of veteran South African dance
writer and journalist Adrienne Sichel. In 2015, Clare Craighead
joined Sichel as co-host and has since taken on the role of
leading, administering, and delivering the platform on behalf
of JOMBA! In 2025, she is joined by Marcia Mzindle as part of
the teaching and facilitation team.

2 0 2 5

Khuluma
JOMBA !

A N D  T H E  J O M B A !  B L O G
The residency aims to support graduate students studying dance by developing
their skills as dance writers, while also immersing them in the fast-paced
environment of festival journalism. Initially, participants were drawn from
UKZN's Drama and Performance Studies Programme. However, in 2020-
during JOMBA!'s first fully digital edition-the programme expanded to include
international students from the USA and the UK. In 2021, it welcomed its
first cohort from the UAE. The 2022 and 2023 editions were offered as hybrid
programmes, with contributions from Dr Sarahleigh Castelyn (University of
East London), Lauren Noble, and her UAE-based Co|laboratory. This year,
the residency returns to its roots, being offered in-person, alongside the
festival events and includes student participants from UKZN.

The Khuluma runs as a series of seminars and critical discussions that engage
our young writers in the mechanics and ethics of reviewing that equips
students with working tools to be able to write reviews of works that are
performed as part of the JOMBA! Contemporary Dance Experience.

Our JOMBA! Khuluma continues to promote a dual language delivery with
both English and isiZulu reviews being included.

https://jombafestival.medium.com

WONDARLAND - Director of Photography Kerage Kamuli. Performer Fredrick Sanga. (Screenshot)
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BODIES OF WATER - Dancer Zinhle Nzama (2025). Photo Val Adamson

TO CELEBRATE our third year of partnership, JOMBA! is
delighted to continue to work with the Market Theatre to
collaborate in sharing a smaller and carefully curated ‘JOMBA! @
THE MARKET’ following the Durban festival. Four selected local
and international dance companies will travel to Johannesburg’s
Market Theatre to feature in a week-long celebration of some of
the world's most profound and provoking dance makers and dance
companies. Gauteng and The Market Theatre audiences will have
an opportunity to revel in the performance excellence of this curated
contemporary dance platform.

J O M B A !  @  T H E  M A R K E T

10 - 13 SEPTEMBER 2025

MARKET@THE

T H E A T R E

JOMBA !
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B A R N E Y  S I M O N  T H E A T R E
18:30 KANYAR epilogue

Didier Boutiana (Soul City, Réunion)

WEDNESDAY 10 SEPTEMBER

p r o g r a m m e

20:00 SboNdaba Dance - In search of our Humanity
Sbonakaliso Ndaba (Cape Town, South Africa)

J O H N  K A N I  T H E A T R E

J O H N  K A N I  T H E A T R E
20:00 SboNdaba Dance - In search of our Humanity

Sbonakaliso Ndaba (Cape Town,
South Africa)

THURSDAY 11 SEPTEMBER

B A R N E Y  S I M O N  T H E A T R E
18:30 KEMET - Black Lands / Alkamal Walkamal Almutlaq

- Completeness and Absolute Wholeness (double bill)
Asanda Ruda (Soweto, South Africa)

FRIDAY 12 SEPTEMBER

J O H N  K A N I  T H E A T R E
20:00 BODIES OF WATER

FLATFOOT DANCE COMPANY with choreography
by Lliane Loots and the dancers (Durban, South Africa)

B A R N E Y  S I M O N  T H E A T R E
18:30 KEMET - Black Lands / Alkamal Walkamal Almutlaq - 

Completeness and Absolute Wholeness  (double bill)
Asanda Ruda (Soweto, South Africa)

SATURDAY 13 SEPTEMBER

J O H N  K A N I  T H E A T R E
20:00 BODIES OF WATER

FLATFOOT DANCE COMPANY with choreography by
Lliane Loots and the dancers (Durban, South Africa)

JOMBA! and the Market Theatre will also facilitate
a series of free workshops with guest artists:

TUESDAY 9 SEPTEMBER 16:00-17:30
with Didier Boutiana (SOUL CITY)

THURSDAY 11 SEPTEMBER 16:00-17:30
with Sbonakaliso Ndaba (SboNdaba Dance)

SATURDAY 13 SEPTEMBER 10:00-11:30
with Asanda Ruda

SATURDAY 13 SEPTEMBER 16:00-17:30
with Sifiso Khumalo (FLATFOOT DANCE COMPANY)

markettheatre.co.za

B O O K I N G S

BODIES OF WATER - Dancer Siseko Duba (2025). Photo Val Adamson

(https://www.webtickets.co.za/v2/event.aspx?itemid=1571431586)

F O R  M O R E  I N F O R M A T I O N



J O M B A !  C O N T E M P O R A R Y  D A N C E  E X P E R I E N C E   l   2 6  A U G U S T - 7  S E P T E M B E R  2 0 2 5   l   D U R B A N 43

F O R  J O M B A !
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ASSISTANT CURATOR AND JOMBA! PROJECT MANAGER  Thobile Maphanga

JOMBA! PRODUCTION AND TECHNICAL MANAGER  Wesley Maherry
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